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Welcome to the second issue of the LL-Publications/Logical-Lust
Publications Newsletter. Last month we ran a contest to name the
newsletter, and while we got some great suggestions, they all reflected
only one side of our publishing business or the other. We were looking
for something that reflected the up-to-date nature of the business of
publishing and reading that could be aimed at everyone. As a result, we
decided to go with The Modern Reader. We think that pretty much
sums up what we want the newsletter to represent.

If you think you missed out on the great prizes we had set aside for that
contest, never fear! We're rolling those prizes into a new contest for
this issue!

The Modern Reader will aim not only to keep you abreast of our
news and developments, but also from within the book industry as a
whole. This is a rapidly-evolving industry as new technologies take
their part and make their influences in how books are written,
published, and sold. The Modern Reader will have something for
everyone—reader, writer, or publisher.

There will be regular features from: the Editor’s Desk with Zetta
Brown, editor-in-chief at LL-Publications; Industry news and views
by Brenna Lyons, current EPIC President, and prolific award-
winning writer; Tips and hints from full-time professional writer,
Jolie du Pré; Views...of a different kind from resident madcap Mark
Jackman, in his regular “Off the Wall with Jacko” column.

Readers will be given the opportunity of commenting and/or
contributing to the newsletter, so please feel free to do so.

Enjoy!

Jim Brown — Owner, LL-Publications/Logical-Lust Publications




From the Editor’s Desk

Zetta Brown

“Love to Read”

The theme for this month’s newsletter is “Love and Romance,” so I thought I'd talk a little
about the love of reading the written word.

Where everyone in the world talks about the rise of the number of people getting their news
off the Internet, or in sound bites off the evening news or from the Web, many of us out
there may feel like we're freaks because we actually love to read books. Print books, ebooks,
cookbooks, chapbooks—you get the picture.

For those of you who don’t know, ebook readers can feel like a “real” book in your hands.
My Sony Reader has a leather cover so it’s like having a leather-bound hardback; the only
difference is that the text is digital and not print.

But I will always buy print books. I love having a physical representation of my literary
tastes. When it comes to length, I like reading well-developed stories. I'm not too keen on
epic sagas of 600 pages. I'd rather read a short series than lug a ten-pound single book.

What kind of books do you like to read? Fiction? Non-fiction? What genres? Not only that,
but how long do you like your books? Do you read any series? The erotic romance
mother/daughter writing duo Jeanie Johnson and Jayha Leigh recently conducted a
poll on their Yahoo Group and the results were quite interesting.

(http://groups.yvahoo.com/group/JeanieandJavha/)

There were several votes to suggest that readers like books between 25,000-60,000 words.
Slightly more liked the 75-100k range...but the highest percentage voted for 150,000k plus!
Johnson and Leigh write erotic romance, so is this true for this genre alone, or could the
same be said regardless of genre? How long is too long? Does there come a point in a single
book or a series where you say, “Enough already!!”

You tell me. Seriously. Tell me what kinds of books you like to read and the lengths you
prefer. Send your responses to: Editor(at)ll-publications.com. Please put in the subject line:
FRED — Love to Read

Why? Because, I've given my column the nickname FRED — FRom the Editor’s Desk, get
it? So I hope you don’t get confused if/when I mention FRED in the future!

Meanwhile, if you're interested in the things I like to read or have read, come be my friend
at GoodReads.com (http://www.goodreads.com/zettab). If you haven’t been to GoodReads,
it’s like being in a combination library and bookstore. You can talk about books and then
buy them online if you wish. This kind of info may be helpful to

anyone out there interested in submitting a manuscript to us...

Hint! Hint!

Zetta Brown is a published author, editor, and editor- in-chief
at LL-Publications. She also offers her freelance editing services
through JimAndZetta.com author and publisher services.
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News ... News ... News

The latest on...just about anything.

The Road to EPICon!

EPICon is the culmination of a year in the life of EPIC (The Electronically Published
Internet Connection) www.epicauthors.com, a year that includes award contents with
presentations at EPICon. If you are involved in the e-publishing industry — in whatever role
— you really ought to consider “The Voice of ePublishing” — EPIC. This will be our second
EPICon, and as secretary, I have a bigger role this year.

Why do I spend the airfare for two people from the UK to the USA to attend? Well, of all the
groups and organisations I've been a part of, EPIC has been by far the most beneficial.
$30.00 a year doesn’t come close to matching the overall benefits of being a member.

To go to EPICon and to meet those people you constantly discuss things with online, to
meet and strengthen existing associations, form new ones, and generally let people see who
you are and what you are all about. We also do workshops which helps boost our credibility.
Those are the reasons why.

We found after our first EPICon that we were taken more seriously. Words are words, and
emails/posts/blogs are full of them, but it is only face to face that you can truly meet the
people you are in business with and further yourself.

EPICon is March 4-7 in New Orleans. As a result, the March issue will come out after we
return—hopefully with a few more awards!

Amazon and MacMillan Square up Over Ebook Pricing

(See News article later in the newsletter)

SONY PRS-300 E-READER Winner

The winner of our Sony E-Reader promotion that closed on 12t January was Dawn
Murphy! Now she can stock up on all of the LL-Publications/Logical-Lust titles!

Preditors & Editors 2009 Reader’s Poll

We've never really bothered much with the P&E poll in recent years, but this year we
notified our authors when they were listed, and also our jimandzetta.com customers and we
ended up with several top ten finishes, and a handy logo to display :)



http://www.epicauthors.com/

Horror Novel
3rd - The Great Right Hope, by Mark Jackman
6th - The Hollows, by Ben Larken

Sci-Fi & Fantasy Novel
10th - A Human Reaction, by Peter Ashley

Romantic Short Story
10th - “Cherries Jubilee” by Zetta Brown

Mainstream Short Story
oth - Devil Don't Want Her, by Zetta Brown

Writers' Resource/Info/News
6th - JimandZetta.com

Zetta Brown interview on AALBC.com

Just in time for African-American history month! Zetta was interviewed by author Robert
Fleming late last year, and the interview has been posted on AALBC.com! This is the largest,
most popular website for African-American literature! She talks about being an American
writing and publishing in the UK and the difficulties to be faced in international publishing,
and what makes LL-Publications/Logical-Lust different from other publishing houses.
Check it out!

The Public Safety Writers Association

Attention all mystery writers. This is for anyone in the public safety fields or writing about
same (police, fire, medics, border patrol, FBI, etc.) either fiction or non-fiction.

March 15th is the deadline for the last less expensive registration fee and also for anyone
wanting to be on a panel.

This year will have presenters from many of these professions as well as attendees. Simon
Wood, the most wonderful mystery, horror, thriller and short story writer is our keynote
speaker. Because the conference is small, there's plenty of opportunity to connect with any
of the experts.

February is Black History Month at the Erotic Heritage Museum

New Exhibits featuring African American sexuality and sensuality will be displayed at the
Erotic Heritage Museum during the month of February. Check out the incredible art by
Dray, Vincent Stephens and Joseph Watson.

Blackxploitation films such as Foxy Brown, Shaft, and Blackula (to name just a few) will be
shown three times a day every weekend in February. Erotic works from Vanessa Blue and
Punany Poets will be featured as the later evening films. 1pm, 6pm and 8pm show times.

Check the Website for Details, film synopses and movie times. Tickets for movies: $10
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Industry Commentary by Brenna Lyons

“Skull and Crossbones to Port”

Piracy is a big issue in the industry. It’s been around since the days of illumination, when
monks would make an extra copy of a book for a nobleman in exchange for a favor or gilt,
I'm sure. In electronic formats, it’s been around for decades. There’s admittedly little chance
of stopping it, but movements to address it or limit it are becoming big news and big
business.

You'll hear a lot of misinformed and misinforming reasons why it’s not illegal to pirate: fair
use, first sale doctrine (which does not excuse copying and illegal distribution), libraries
(there are legitimate e-book library systems that the industry supports) and used book
stores, open source and creative commons, the lies about who is hurt by infringement and
how rich they are, and even the fact that the current laws are unequal to the digital
environment. I could do a separate article on each and every one of these, debunking them
and proving how they do not apply to piracy as we see it in the industry today. In fact, many
of them are blatant lies.

The only one I agree with is the truth that the laws are not sufficient, but piracy is not the
way to change them. The correct way to do that is to talk to lawmakers and try to get
changes in the laws.

While we're at it, we could try to get the federal government to settle anti-piracy in one
office instead of moving it yearly and get a little support from them. When even the
president is being pirated, you would think they would take notice.

Back to the subject. This past year has seen a huge shift in how the industry deals with
piracy. Until now, it has been largely individual authors and indie publishers dealing with
the David and Goliath situation of piracy while everyone else buries their heads in the sand
stating either doing print books only stops it or that DRM works. Neither of which is
accurate.

So, let’s consider the changes.

Large corporate special interest groups are working in Washington to affect change. First
and foremost would be Copyright Alliance. In addition to their creator petition, delivered to
the president and vice-president with about 10,000 signatures and still growing strong,
Copyright Alliance offers updates and event information for authors via the One Voice
program and education for teachers and creators.

On the tail of the CA letter/petition to the president, readers decided to show solidarity with
their own petition. As most authors concerned with piracy have always suspected, our true
audience is made up of honest book lovers and not low-life infringers.

Authors are banding together in smaller groups, including several Yahoogroups that were
offshoots of other industry groups, like IWOFA and EPIC. As always, readers that want to
help police piracy are always welcome on these groups. The groups allow authors to share
not only the information about new pirates emerging so we can get books down as quickly
as possible, but also strategies for dealing with the pirates.



http://copyrightalliance.org/
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Authors have talked about piracy for years, and major news sources like CNN have finally
taken notice and posted “breaking news” about e-book piracy. It’s late. It’s weak. But it’s
coverage, which is more than we’ve seen in years from the major media sources.

We did get much better coverage in the New York Times. I found that pleasantly surprising.
The additional discussion to the article at TierneyLab blog on the NY Times site was also
much more pleasant than the CNN debates.

But the two most surprising and edifying changes have come just in the last few days.

The first would be NY conglomerate press dedicating itself to joining the fight against piracy
in a very real and positive manner. Though I don’t agree with all of the conclusions Brian
Napack of MacMillan came to in the newest Publisher’s Lunch article... Like the CNN
article, it’s late and a little weak, but it’s a start, and it’s a move in the right direction for the
NY conglomerates to come on board the anti-piracy bandwagon. Before now, it’s been hit or
miss with some forerunners like Hachette in the lead. Kudos to the forerunners who weren’t
burying their heads!

The second is the first highly-successful attack at a pirate site by convincing advertisers to
pull their ad money from the site. For a full discourse on how the author managed it, read
the blog at Novelists, Inc. (NINC for short). As an AT&T customer myself, I am very glad to
see them make the right choice here.

It’s a brave new world out there, and while we may not be able to stop piracy in its tracks,
we are no longer a disorganized riot of voices screaming in the dark. Rather, we are
organized, we speak with a larger voice and to those who have the ability to affect real
change in the laws, and we hit them where it hurts.

Brenna Lyons wears many hats, sometimes all on the same day: three-time
president of EPIC, author of more than 60 published works, columnist, special
needs teacher, wife, mother... Moreover, she's a member in good standing of
ERWA, WRW, IWOFA, WPM, MWW and Broad Universe. In her first five years
published in novel-length, she's finaled for 6 EPPIES (in five different categories),
3 PEARLS (including one Honorable Mention, second to Angela Knight), 2
CAPAS and a Dream Realm Award. She's also taken Spinetingler's Book of the
Year for 2007. Brenna writes milieu-heavy dark fiction, mainly science fiction,
fantasy and horror, straight genre, romance and erotic crosses, poetry, articles
and essays. She teaches classes in everything from POV studies to advanced

editing, networking to marketing.
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Doing That Write Thing

By Jolie du Pré

“Your Writing Muse is Waiting for You!”

Here are four ways to find it:
1. Read

Most writers will tell you that reading is a major part of their lives. If you haven't read much
in your life, but you want to write fiction, it's never too late to read more. If you want to
write science fiction, for example, it's important that you read science fiction. However,
don’t limit your reading just to your genre. Read widely and read often to find your muse
and to become the best writer you can be.

2. Write Regularly

In order to find your muse and get your thoughts out regularly, you need to make writing a
practice. That's hard to do if you don't write every day, or at least every other day. The way I
do it is by word count. You may want to try it. Choose a word count that will work
comfortably for you daily, but don't bite off more than you can chew. Shoot for something
manageable like 300 to 400 words a day, to start. You can always raise the word count, or
not. It's perfectly okay to stick to a small daily word count. Even if you were to write only
100 words a day, you'd have a novella of 36,500 words by the end of one year.

3. Join a Writer's Group

Writing is often a solo experience, and that can get lonely. Writer's groups not only give you
the opportunity to communicate with other writers, but they also offer people who are
willing to critique your work. Writer's groups can take place online, and they can happen in
person. Each type has its place. You simply need to decide what works best for you. As an
erotica writer, when I first started I joined the Erotica Readers and Writers Association, an
online group for erotica writers that offers a social group, a group specific to writing issues,
and a group that offers critiques. ERWA proved to be invaluable to me as an erotica writer.

4. Subscribe to Writers Magazines

One of the things I have found most helpful in my life as a writer are the magazines that I
subscribe to. For example, Writer's Digest is one of the most useful magazines I know of for
getting all sorts of tips on writing and the writing life. Investigate writer's

magazines to help you find your muse.

Jolie du Pré is a full-time, professional writer. As well as an author and editor
of erotic fiction, she’s an article writer, ghostwriter, and news blog moderator.
Many of her articles can be seen at Associated Content and Examiner.com.



http://www.associatedcontent.com/
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Off The Wall with Jacko

“Looking at the world through strange eyes...”

By Mark Jackman

“Love and Romance”

So, my pretties, the theme this month is “Love and Romance.”
Bugger.

I don’t think I've ever written those two words in the same sentence before. Yes, folks, it
may come as a surprise to you (assuming my missus isn’t reading this) but the boy Jacko
ain’t a natural born romantic. It’s not that I haven’t found love and happiness, it’s just the
people I've been romantically entangled with haven’t.

Romance. It’s not my fault that I'm not good at it. You have to understand that I was born
this way, for I am male.

Ladies, I hope you're reading this and thinking, “You're talking crap, Jacko. My man IS
SOO0O00O0 romantic. My man buys me roses; he takes me for surprise trips to Paris; he
doesn’t blow burps at me; he doesn’t make my mum pull his finger.” I hope he is. I really do
because that’s romantic stuff, no messin’. Unfortunately, ladies, I can guarantee that the
man at home wasn’t born that way.

I'm a scientist, a chemist to be precise, and it’s time I talked technical. I'm going to talk
about genetics, and evolution, and even though I don’t know anything about it, I'm sure I
can make something up which will at least sound feasible...sort of.

Do you know that male genetic evolution stopped two thousand years ago? For in Roman
Britain, magical buildings sprung up which provided accommodation, warm hospitality,
basic food and, most importantly, booze. The good old Romans, when they weren’t throwing
us to lions, were building us pubs, which, in turn, led to something that caused the demise
of men’s romantic capabilities: a regular booze up with the boys.

We have the best intentions in the world, but when we are put in a room with each other
and served beer, we just turn into, for want of a better word, dicks. Every one of us has the
romance gene, deep down, somewhere...probably. But when we are drinking, we don’t allow
this defect to be seen by our fellow men. The more we drink, the more we need to suppress
it as the slightest glimmer of weakness will ensure that we are the brunt of jokes for the rest
of the night, and that must be avoided at all costs as this is the worst thing that can happen
to a man.

This suppression of our romantic gene leads to another phenomenon which I like to think is
endearing, and that is the “I ffffuuu****g lovvvvvee you” Syndrome. Even when our male
brethren are not with us, we have to take the edge off our embarrassing use of romance, by
adding a swear word to the sentence.

Until pubs are closed for good, man can never evolve romantically past their current,
drunken, Neanderthal ways. Individually, we ain’t that bad, and it’s possible to wean a man
off his boyish ways with a female tradition older than the two-thousand-year-old piss-up
with the lads; a tradition which is as old and wide spread as the universe itself...

Nagging.




Mark Jackman could be described as the quintessential English gentleman,
much like Roger Moore or Hugh Grant, but unfortunately, it wouldn't be a
very accurate description. He isn't very posh, and doesn't have a charming
accent, but he is, however, England's foremost author, scientist, hunk,
sportsman, musician and virgin. Jackman is writing the third and final book
in The Great Right Hope series and is looking for new projects, new
challenges, and cucumber sandwiches.

“Even the best vampires need a good smack...”

In north-east England, a monster has arisen. A vampire beast is stalking the Yorkshire
moors, mutilating and destroying everything in its path. The vampire elders realise that
the Firmamentum has cast its shadow on the world once more—a phenomenon which
happens every few millennia, where a human and a vampire are born ultimately
powerful and destined to oppose each other...

Sid Tillsley is a forty-six year old benefit-fraudster from Middlesbrough. He's an
overweight alcoholic, and also sexist, homophobic and a lazy git. But one thing sets him
apart from his northern brethren; he can kill vampires with a single punch.

Now, as you can imagine, killing a vampire with a big haymaker is pretty amazing. After

all, they are big hard bastards who can regenerate and stuff, and if anyone could kill

them, Dracula would never have lived up to his tough-guy persona. So, when Sid inadvertently kills a vampire,
whom he wrongly suspects as being a homosexual dogger trying it on with him, the whole vampire world is
thrown into a state of shock. Suddenly, and very reluctantly, Sid finds himself the centre of human and
vampire attention. Some want to kill him, but others believe him to be the Bellator; the one to fight the
vampire beast.

That's all well and good, but Sid just wants to get pissed down the pub with his mates, and, maybe, just maybe,
end his two year drought with the ladies. Besides, Sid has more important things to worry about. The benefit
office is on to him, and, if they see him scrapping, they'll know that his bad back and dodgy heart is all a load
of bollocks!

Forget “Twilight” you need “The Great Right Hope”




News Article

And in the Blue Corner...

Why the Amazon/Macmillan Fight
is Important to Us All

By Jim Brown

You may or may not be aware that Amazon recently dropped all of Macmillan published
books from Amazon sites, seemingly in a bid to force Macmillan to price their ebooks at
$9.99 maximum.

See, Macmillan wants to charge readers $14.99 (yes, you read that correctly - $14.99) or
more for ebooks, plus they intend to delay the release of the ebook for several months after
the print release. You can’t help but wonder what they are trying to achieve.

Almost as soon as Amazon announced they had removed Macmillan books, they did an
abrupt about-face and relented. It was so quick you almost had no time to absorb the shock
of the initial announcement.

So, that’s everything back to normal...hmm?

Well, if only it were that simple. There are several underlying issues to all this because it’s
not the first, and probably won’t be the last, time Amazon has crossed swords with
publishers. It’s also not the first, and certainly not the last, time the bigger publishers make
mistakes when coming to grips with e-publishing.

How does all this affect the reader?

Readers, for the most part, won’t be much interested in whether Amazon and publishers
stand under the sun at high-noon for a shoot-out. So long as they can buy the books they
want, they’ll be happy and content. And so they should be.

But let’s say you are one of the thousands of new, emerging ebook fans. You just bought that
shiny new device and you want books! How are you going to feel when that new title by your
favourite best-selling author isn’t going to be available for months, because the publisher
would rather you went out and bought the hardback or paperback? Not only that, if you do
wait and finally get your hands on the book for your e-reader—after everyone else has
read—you find that you’re required to pay more than a normal paperback to buy it.

It’s not exactly going to endear you to ebooks, is it?

This is where Macmillan and the other big publishers are primarily at fault. They still want
you to buy the print book. That’s it. Ebooks, to them, are something they “have to do” now
because they don’t want to be seen to be missing the boat. They are getting it wrong and
doing so in what seems, to us established e-publishers, to be a blatantly obvious way. After
all, a reader cannot read the book if it’s not available, can they?

Not that Amazon is any better. Mr Bezos, the man in the hot seat at Amazon, is always quick
to say that they are acting on behalf of the customer and championing your cause to bring
you low prices. Except that your customers cannot get product if you remove it! No, Amazon
cannot, and should never try to, force any supplier to set a price. The supplier must be
allowed to set their prices. They may mistakes in doing so—like $14.99 for an ebook—but it




is their mistake to make. Customers will quickly let Macmillan and co. know if there prices
are too high. Not Amazon.

How does all this affect the author and publisher?

As a publisher, I've been following this with great interest. Not too long ago, Amazon
decided to remove the “buy button” from certain publishers’ books, thereby virtually
removing them from sale. Why? They wanted to “coax” publishers to use Amazon’s own
printing and distribution process, in return for getting the “buy buttons” back. Does the
phrase “restricted practices” come to mind?

Some publishers relented, some refused. One publisher—BookLocker—filed a class-action
suit against Amazon, and won. Recently Amazon settled out of court with them, promising
never to repeat that again.

Amazon wants to rule and control. That pretty much describes their goal. They want to
dominate retail globally. They have, however, now shot themselves in the foot, and it is not
looking too good for them. The “power” they may have had at one point is diminishing as
people stand up to them. For all their global presence, Amazon is not as strong a company
as other true global concerns.

Recently, seemingly in answer to the very generous royalties by other distributors, Amazon
made an offer to authors and publishers: Comply with certain conditions and we will pay
you 70% of sales value on your Kindle books at Amazon. Sounds good, and to be honest the
conditions aren’t very restrictive to independent publishers like us: price your books
between $2.99 and $9.99; Kindle version must be at least 20% less than the print version;
price must be equal or less than other ebook formats on sale elsewhere; Kindle must have
text-to-speech enabled.

Like I say, not very restrictive at all, and I reckon most independent publishers, and
authors, would be happy with this. So why are they doing it? Amazon has invested almost
their entire organisation into the Kindle, so they need content, and they need lots of it. They
also need to ensure that they are not being outdone in price for the same title being sold—
say—for the Apple iPad, Nook, or Sony eReader.

With the e-publishing industry blasting into prominence this year, and the likes of Apple
making sure they have a foot firmly in the door, Amazon will not be having things their own
way. Perhaps now, instead of trying to bully people into doing what they want, they’ll use
more acceptable business practices. You never know, we might even end up liking Amazon...




Interview with...

Anne Hamilton — A Blonde Bengali Wife

The following interview is with one of LL-Publications newest authors. We are proud to
present Anne Hamilton, author of A Blonde Bengali Wife scheduled to be released in April
2010.

Hi, Anne. Let’s start off with you telling us a bit about yourself.

Even at forty, I'm one of those people who still hasn’t decided what she wants to be
when she grows up! Originally, I came from the south of England, spent ten years in the
west of Ireland, and for the last seven years I have lived in the east of Scotland. I've
spent most of my adult life in social work and community health jobs both here and
overseas and now—though I'm not too sure if this is brave or crazy—I'm combining
freelance work with a PhD in Creative Writing.

What is A Blonde Bengali Wife about?

I've always joked that I’d like the tag line “... a rollicking romp through Bangladesh...”
on the front cover because that’s a phrase you don’t hear very often! I can’t quite claim
that, but it is a humorous—I hope—travel memoir about my first visit to Bangladesh. It
tells the other side of the story of a fascinating country that’s mostly known for its
poverty, monsoons (and diarrhoea). With a travel-savvy Australian sidekick, a heaven-
sent adopted family, and a short, dark, and handsome Bangladeshi boy-next-door, I
mpped between the frenzy of the capital Dhaka, swam in the longest sea beach in the

world at Cox’s Bazaar, explored verdant Sylhet tea
gardens, took the Rocket Ferry to the Sunderbans—and
fell in love with it all.

| Many people have written travel diaries for their
own enjoyment. What made you decide to write
yours and get it published?

. You know what it’s like when you see a place for the first

' time? Everything is unfamiliar and so intriguing and
challenging. But then you realise how quickly it all becomes second-nature, even
ordinary. For about 3 weeks in Bangladesh, I felt like a toddler again: I couldn’t wear a
salwar kameez properly, eat my food with one hand (sitting cross-legged on the floor),
talk to people in their own language, or be trusted to do anything alone. Then it slowly
began to make sense. I wanted to make sure that I captured all the initial excitement
and trepidation, and that in five or ten or fifty years, I could re-read my diary and
picture every moment. It was only later on after so many people had enjoyed the
anecdotes that I wondered if the diary would make a book. Really, it was an experiment.
Although I've written and told stories since I was little, I had no idea if I could write a
whole book that anyone but my mum would want to read!

How did you find your literary agent Dinah Wiener? Moreover, how did you
convince her to visit Bangladesh?

When I finally had what I thought was a respectable version of the book, I tried sending
it to different agents listed in the Writer’s and Artist’s Yearbook. I got several very
encouraging rejections; variations on “interesting, well-written but far too long.” 1
contacted Hilary Johnson who has an author’s advisory service, and she suggested ways
to start editing properly. Hilary was also the one who introduced me to Dinah. As for




convincing Dinah to visit Bangladesh—I couldn’t keep her away! I think her first words
to me were: “This book is not commercial. I might never sell it, but 'm passionate about
it, and it really makes me want to go to Bangladesh.”

You met your publisher in an “interesting” way, didn’t you? How did that
happen?

Yes, another one of those serendipitous “stranger on a train” encounters. I was
balancing full-time work with full-time study at Glasgow University when the faculty
asked me to attend an Inter-Departmental Review. I almost “forgot” to attend (I had to
take a morning off work, travel from Edinburgh, and the only incentive was a canteen
voucher), and then I spent the time convincing a panel of academics of the value of
creative writing. Afterwards, Zetta Brown, there as an observer, gave me her card. She
was a publisher, she said, who didn’t usually publish non-fiction, but she was interested
in reading A Blonde Bengali Wife. She did, she liked it, and here we are!

You recently returned from a visit to Bangladesh a few weeks ago. How was it?

Since that first visit I've been back to Bangladesh seven or eight times, saving up my
holidays and scrabbling about for the fares. In December, I left Scotland in arctic
conditions, dreaming of all that Southeast Asian sun—only to find it was also their
coldest winter in history! I caught the flu, was stranded on a boat in the foggy Bay of
Bengal, and got bitten on the eyelid by a mutant mosquito that made half my face swell
up for days. But it’s like going home: it might drive you mad on occasion, but you can’t
help loving it still!

You meet some remarkable and funny people in A Blonde Bengali Wife. Do

you still keep in touch with them? Did you see any of them on your most recent

visit?
There are never enough days to catch up with my ever-growing network in Bangladesh.
All of the “characters” in A Blonde Bengali Wife are real people using their real names,
and several of them have become close friends (let’s hope they still are when the book is
published!). The gorgeous Munnu, who was my escort for so much of the journey, now
lives in New York, where I've visited him a few times. The Hoque family, without whom
I'd never have survived Dhaka, are still based there, and I had two blissful days with

them at the end of my recent trip. I keep threatening to move in and become their
fourth daughter.

What are some of the main misconceptions you had before visiting Bangladesh
the first time? What surprised you?

I never expected that a single white woman, who was literally clueless about
Bangladeshi life and culture, would be so warmly welcomed everywhere from the
poorest villages to the upper echelons of Dhaka society. I was ready for curiosity, maybe
even suspicion, but I got respect, friendship, and lots and lots of laughter (not always
directed at me), and far too much food. I can now eat my own body-weight in paratha.

You give vivid, detailed accounts of daily life in Bangladesh. What myths can
you dispel that many Westerners may still believe?

The joy and vividness of Bangladesh is in the people. Yes, it is terribly, terribly poor,
and natural disasters—floods and cyclones—are annual occurrences. But so many of the
Bangladeshi people want to be thought of beyond those terms. As one of Munnu’s many
brothers put it: “Annie, please go back and tell your country that we have many good
things in Bangladesh too. We are not fundamentalism Muslim terrorists. We are not all
starving and waiting for Aid, or are sad and in despair. We are just the same as you
without white skins. And we have great cricket!” That’s all I want A Blonde Bengali
Wife to reflect.




You had some scary and potentially dangerous adventures in A Blonde Bengali
Wife. What was the scariest?

Anything involving travel! Buses, boats, rickshaws, motor-rickshaws are all ancient and
lethal. There are three rules: go as fast as possible, the bigger you are the more you
assume right of way, and the louder you sound your horn the better. Arriving by
overnight bus in Rangmati, one of the most N . o 50 100km
beautiful places I have ever seen, and being

given a military escort due to the high risk of Rangpur

kidnapping was a bit unsettling. Also, I might
possibly have signed lots of marriage certificates
in order to enter places not usually admissible to
foreigners. That’s a bit worrying too. The worst
though? Being at a social function and hearing
those infamous words: “Annie, sing a song for INDIA Narayanan]
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You are donating proceeds from A Blonde Mongla

Bengali Wife to your charity, Bhola’s
Children. Tell us about the charity and what {
it has been able to do so far.

New Moore Islamd-”'

Bhola’s Children is a charity that supports a
school and home on Bhola, a large island in
Southern Bangladesh. Dinah, my agent, was instrumental in setting it up following her
first visit to the country, and I am one of six Trustees. I could (and often do) become a
complete “Bangla-bore” about it, but you can see all the details at
www.bholaschildren.org

We support the wonderful Howlader Akkel Ali, alias “dadu” (“grandfather” in Bangla)
in his vision of a small community where children and young people of all ages and
disabilities—many of them orphans—live and work together. It’s only three years old,
and we are all volunteers. We’ve just built a proper hostel rather than the tin sheds the
children used to live in, and we would unashamedly adore more supporters, donations
or ideas for exciting fundraising!

Will you be writing a book about your Bhola experiences?

At the moment, I'm working on a novel set on the island of Cyprus. It’s got a definite
travelogue element to it, but it is fiction, partly contemporary and partly told from the
viewpoint of a ten-year-old girl during the war of 1974. As for a book about Bhola, well,
I certainly wouldn’t ever rule it out. Watch this space, as they say!

Where can we find you online? Do you have a blog or website?

Setting up my own website and thinking about a blog are still on that fabled “To Do’ list
in the back of my notebook. I've only just found Facebook . In the meantime, you can
look up the Bhola’s Children website where I do make a cameo appearance.

http://www.bholaschildren.org

Thank you, Anne, for taking the time to answer our questions. We wish you
and Bhola’s children every success with A Blonde Bengali Wife.



http://www.bholaschildren.org/
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